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B Y  C A I T L I N  E M M A   

Q U I C K  F I X  
 

Omnibus talks ongoing — Senate Appropriations Chair Richard 

Shelby (R-Ala.) spoke with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on 

Wednesday about coming together on a 12-bill spending accord to 

avert a government shutdown in mid-December. “She said she’d like 

to get these bills done,” he told reporters today. “We can do it, we just 

have to cooperate.” (Cooperation is, indeed, key.) Shelby said he 

doesn’t have a timeline for prospective floor action, adding that he 

needs to talk to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell. 

Helping Biden with Hill outreach — Shalanda Young — who serves as 

clerk and staff director for the House Appropriations Committee and 

as right-hand woman to retiring Chair Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.) — is 

helping President-elect Joe Biden’s transition team with Capitol Hill 

outreach as he looks to secure votes for a massive stimulus package, 

Theodoric Meyer reports. As we wrote last month, Young’s immense 

knowledge of federal spending makes her a leading contender for a job 

in the Biden administration, including among the top ranks of the 

Office of Management and Budget.  

Womack’s appropriations ambitions — Rep. Steve Womack (R-

Ark.) has served as both chair of the House Budget Committee and as 

ranking member, but his personal ambitions lie with appropriations. 

The Arkansas Republican is now forgoing the top GOP budget spot in 

order to serve as ranking member on the House Appropriations 

Financial Services Subcommittee, following the retirement of Rep. 

Tom Graves (R-Ga.). If Republicans take back the House in 2022, 

Womack will be in line for chair of the subcommittee, otherwise 

known as “cardinal.” “I’ve been an appropriator since my freshman 
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year and my goal has always been to be an appropriations cardinal,” 

Womack said in an interview earlier this week. “You’ve got to start 

somewhere.” 

HAPPY THURSDAY! I want to hear from you: cemma@politico.com 

(@caitlinzemma). 

T O P  D O C  
 

Two leading House progressives — Reps. Mark Pocan (D-Wis.) and 

Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) — sent a letter to Biden on Wednesday pressing 

him to pick a Defense secretary without ties to defense contractors. As 

Connor O’Brien explains, the transition is eyeing Michele Flournoy, 

who served as Pentagon policy chief during the Obama administration, 

to lead the Pentagon. Flournoy is also on the board of directors of Booz 

Allen Hamilton, which has contracts with the military. 

# D A I L Y B U D G E T F A C T  
 

The SNAP increase included in the Families First Coronavirus 

Response Act, H.R. 6201 (116), back in March failed to reach “the 

poorest 40 percent of SNAP households, including at least 5 million 

children,” the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities notes in a new 

post calling for more pandemic aid.  

C O R O N A V I R U S  
 

BROKEN RECORD STATUS: No surprise here — the lame-duck 

session of Congress isn’t exactly lending itself to bipartisan progress 

on a fiscal stimulus package . Democrats are still demanding at least 

$2 billion in relief, while McConnell continues his push for a narrower 

bill. Shelby said he spoke to Pelosi on Wednesday about another 

package, but at least publicly, not much has changed. 
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T R A N S I T I O N  2 0 2 0  
 

BUILDING AGENCIES BACK BETTER: Megan Cassella and Alice 

Miranda Ollstein unpack one major challenge awaiting the Biden 

transition: how to rebuild low-morale agencies that have been gutted 

of civil servants during the Trump administration . “I think they face 

real challenges implementing much of anything,” said Paul Light, a 

professor of public service at New York University. “They’ve got to 

move quickly to send the signal that the adults are back in the room, 

and we’re going to start fixing agencies one by one.” 

W H I T E  H O U S E  
 

TRUMP’S LAME-DUCK AGENDA: What can Trump do with the time 

he has left? That’s what his aides are trying to figure out, despite the 

president’s refusal to concede the presidential election, Nancy Cook 

and Gabby Orr report. Senior White House officials are drumming up 

executive actions that Trump can take on immigration, trade, health 

care, China and school choice in the next 10 weeks, including a 

proposal that would allow public school parents to tap coronavirus 

relief for private school tuition.  

A G R I C U L T U R E  
 

FUDGE MAKES CASE FOR USDA CHIEF: Rep. Marcia Fudge (D-

Ohio), known for her crusade against the Trump administration’s 

attempts to crack down on food stamps, is making her case for 

Agriculture secretary in Biden‘s Cabinet . “As this country becomes 

more and more diverse, we're going to have to stop looking at only 

certain agencies as those that people like me fit in. You know, it's 

always ‘we want to put the Black person in Labor or HUD,’” she told 

Natasha Korecki, Liz Crampton and Helena Bottemiller Evich, 

stressing that a large part of why the Biden-Harris team won was due 

to support from African American women. “We need to start to look 

outside of the box and, as they have promised, a Cabinet that is 
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representative of this country as well as representative of the people 

who have supported them. I think it’s a natural fit,” Fudge said of her 

and USDA. 

E C O N O M Y  
 

THE CHANGING ECONOMY: Now is not the time for economic 

complacency, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell said during a 

virtual panel discussion today . “What this crisis is doing is 

accelerating a lot of pre-existing technological change… we’re not 

going back to the same economy,” Powell said. “Even after the 

unemployment rate goes down and there’s a vaccine, there is going to 

be probably a substantial group of workers that are going to need 

support as they find their way in the post-pandemic economy, because 

it’s going to be different in some fundamental ways.” 

W H A T  W E ' R E  R E A D I N G  
 

— Biden forms special Covid transition team. POLITICO. 

— Biden will have to heal the economy with a little congressional help. 

Bloomberg.  

— Biden announces Ron Klain will be White House chief of staff. 

POLITICO.  

— 709,000 seek U.S. jobless aid as pandemic escalates. The Associated 

Press. 

— Fauci and Biden team steer clear of each other — for now. 

POLITICO. 

— Jason Furman op-ed: The economy can’t wait until January. The 

Wall Street Journal.  
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W E ' R E  C O U N T I N G  
 

Government funding expires in 29 days. 

O N  T H E  C A L E N D A R  
 

— Friday, Nov. 13 at 10:45 a.m.: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, (D-

Calif.), holds her weekly news conference. 

— Friday, Nov. 13 at noon: The Bipartisan Policy Center holds a virtual 

discussion on “What's Next for Telehealth: Sustaining and Expanding 

Access After COVID-19.” 
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